
The Cone: Why eBay®?
It's impossible to ignore the headlines eBay® has been making since it opened its
virtual doors back in 1995. With revolutionary technology, eBay® took the
mystery and skepticism out of the Internet marketplace. Largely because of
eBay®, buying and selling online has become as commonplace as running to the
supermarket or taking a trip to the shopping mall.

Here are a few mind-boggling eBay® stats3:

• eBay® is consistently one of the top-ten visited sites
in nearly every major market in the world

• the U.S. eBay® site gets around 44,238,000
unique visitors every single month

• eBay® visitors spend an average of just over an
hour on the site when they visit

What real-life store do you know of that gets over 44
million customers walking through their doors every
month? That's nearly 1.5 million visitors each and every
day, and that's just in the U.S.A.!

The #1 reason you need to get involved in eBay® is because of their
unparalleled visibility on the Internet.

Not only does eBay® provide you with massive exposure, but these visitors are
actually pre-qualified buyers. They've got an item in mind when they come to
eBay® and they're actively searching for a good place to spend their money.
Nearly every eBay® visitor is literally the perfect customer!

The PowerSeller: What You Don't Know

Hundreds of thousands of sellers on eBay® don't know a thing about Internet
marketing and still manage to make money selling items out of their garage.
Many have even garnered the highly coveted title of “eBay® PowerSeller,” which
in a nutshell means they've sold over $1,000 of product or 100 items in three
consecutive months (or $12,000 in a year) and maintained 98% positive
feedback. Obviously, the name is valuable because it lends credibility to a seller's
auctions and eBay® stores.

3 Taken from http://www.nielsen-online.com/
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As of October 2009, eBay®'s making it even harder to become a PowerSeller.
New requirements state your monthly sales must come from U.S. buyers only in
order to qualify and, as of April 2010, the minimum sales number will jump from
$1,000 to $3,000. That means you've really got to be on your game to get the
coveted PowerSeller status!

I'm going to show you how to become a PowerSeller, but there's something I
need you know first: being an eBay® PowerSeller does not mean you know
how to make money on eBay®!

Sure, you could sell 100 widgets in a month, but if you don't know how to keep
your costs down, your profits will be minimal, and that's no way to obtain
financial freedom. The idea is to work less and get more. The adage “Work
smarter, not harder” is especially true for Internet marketing. The resources are
there; you just need to know how to take advantage of them.

You, on the other hand, are about to become an eBay® master, which means
you'll be able to harness the power of eBay® and start making serious money –
more than enough to quit your day job – that eventually will be more or less
automated.

Most of the eBay® wizards out there will attest that most of the money they
make does not come  directly from eBay®. Yes, eBay® is the foundation – the
cone of your ice cream – because it will be the major source of your customers,
but I encourage you to expect to expand beyond eBay®. If you can do this right
from the beginning, there will be no stopping you!

There are a lot of online tools out there that have been designed specifically to
take advantage of the traffic that eBay® will generate for you. These tools will be
discussed in great detail throughout the book; for now, I just want you to be
excited about the possibilities!

What do you want out of your online career?

This is a big question. This book will give you all the tools you need to make a
killing on the Internet, but it's up to you to put the sequence in motion.

You've got to be motivated and to be motivated, you need to have an intention
about where you want to go and how much you want to make. You need to have
a dream and a vision for your online business. I hope that this book will get you
really excited about all the opportunities out there for you, but ultimately you will
have to shape your own dream.
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Like many just getting started on a new path, you may be overwhelmed by the
amazing number of possibilities. I strongly encourage you to use the worksheet
I've included to help you do some goal-setting and maintain a positive attitude.

Remember, staying upbeat and on task will make all the difference in your
Internet career!

Worksheet: Turn Dreams Into Goals

Okay, you've got a dream. You want to be rich enough to walk
away from your day job and spend time doing the things that truly
make you happy. Wonderful! Now, how to get there?

Since you're reading this book, I presume you've chosen to invest
your time into making eBay® your vehicle for that success. You'll
be glad you did - eBay® is a lasting Internet powerhouse that can
be the ace up your sleeve, but first you've got to be specific about
your goals.

Ask yourself these questions:

1. How much money do I need to make every month to realize
financial freedom?

2. What would I really love to be doing with my time?
3. What will I do with all the money I'm going to make?
4. Which people in my life can I count on for love, motivation,

and support? Who do I want to share my riches with?

Great! Now it's time to get writing about your dream. Writing is a
powerful way to direct your subconscious to manifest your deepest
desires into your everyday reality. Don't believe me? Just try it –
you'll see for yourself how true it is.

I want you to write in the present tense, as if your dreams are
already coming true, everywhere around you. Write about your
dream life and your dream self – happy, wealthy, and carefree.

What kind of house do you live in in this new life? What do you do
during the day? On the weekends? How often would you take a
vacation and where would you go? Write it all down. The key is to
get excited about making your dream life happen, so that you'll
have a vision for your financial path as well as something to come
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